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There yet remains a question of considerable difficulty.
By far the larger part of the revenue of the Australian
Colonies is derived from duties on customs. But if, when
Victoria shall have been separated from New South "Wales,
each province shall be authorised to impose duties ac-
cording to its own wants, it is scarcely possible but that
in process of time differences should arise between the rates
of duty imposed upon the same articles in the one and in
the other of them.1 There is already such a difference in
the tarifis of South Australia and New Sotfc. /ales ; and
although, until of Iate3 this has been produc^ e of little
inconvenience, yet with the increase of settlers on either
side of the imaginary line dividing them, it will become
more and more serious* The division of New South Wales
into two Colonies would further aggravate this incon-
venience, if the change should lead to the introduction of
three entirely distinct tariffs, and to the consequent neces-
sity for imposing restrictions and securities on the import
and export of goods between them. So great indeed
would be the evil, and such the obstruction of the inter-
colonial trade, and so great the check to the development
of the resources of each of these Colonies, that it seems to
us necessary that there should be one tariff common to
them all, so that goods might be carried from the one into
the other with the same absolute freedom as between any
two adjacent counties in England.
We are further of opinion that the same tariff should "be
established in Van Diemen's Land also, because the inter-
course between that Island and the neighbouring Colonies
in New Holland has risen to a great importance and
extent, and has an obvious tendency to increase. Yet fiscal
regulations on either side of the intervening strait must of
necessity check, and might perhaps to a great extent
destroy, that beneficial trade.
5 In fact in process of time Victoria enforced a strictly protectire tariff,
whilst that of New South Wales was based on Free Trade lines.
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